the tongue contained a raised, friable, gray-white, nodular mass 20 mm in greatest dimension. Covering the mass and the soft palate was a moderate amount of gray-yellow caseous material which, with the mass, nearly occluded the oral cavity. The entire gatrointestinal tract contained only a small amount of ingesta. No other gross abnormalities were observed. A tentative diagnosis of oral trichomoniasis was made based on the appearance of the oral cavity.
Specimens of lung, liver, kidney, intestine, and tongue were fixed in neutral buffered 10% formalin, embedded in paraffin, cut into 6 pm sections, and stained with hematoxylin and eosin (HE). Subsequent special stains included Mayer's mucicarmine, Brown-Hopps, and periodic acid-Schiff.
Histologic lesions were found only in the tongue. The epithelium of the tongue was partially ulcerated and covered by a mass of necrotic cellular debris mixed with bacterial colonies ( fig. 1 ). This necrotic material blended into the underlying connective tissue which contained mixed inflammatory cells. Also within the connective tissue were numerous nests and acini composed of pleomorphic cells with vesicular nuclei and moderate amounts of eosinophilic, vacuolated cytoplasm. In some areas, lumina of the acini contained floccular, faintly eosinophilic material. Nests and cords of these cells extended into the deeper muscular tissue of the tongue. There were one or two mitotic figures per high power field ( fig. 2 ). The pleomorphic cells of the acini and the cells of the normal mucous glands in the tongue stained pink with Mayer's mucicarmine stain. Based on these findings, our diagnosis was mucinous adenocarcinoma. The tumor probably arose from the salivary glands of the tongue and the inflammatory changes and bacterial growth were interpreted to be secondary to the mass. Although neoplasms are common in domestic fowl, with a prevalence of 3 to 50% depending on the age of the birds sampled,* there are few reports of neoplasms in wild birds.l.4.6.8.9 In 18,000 necropsies of wild birds at the National Wildlife Health Laboratory, only nine neoplasms were identified.' To our knowledge, there are no reports of salivary gland tumors of the tongue in birds. Primary salivary gland neoplasms in the tongue also are rare in other species although a few have been reported in domestic animal^.^.^ Although the gross findings were compatible with oral trichomoniasis, a common condition in birds of prey,' the death of this owl was attributed to starvation that resulted from the oral neoplasm. In this case, histologic examination led to a diagnosis much different from the tentative diagnosis-illustrating that appropriate diagnostic methods should always be used.
